GRADE 9
January / Images of the Church
Home / Online Plan

Open with prayerful reflection on this song

Reflect and Respond:
• What symbol or image would you use to describe yourself? Why?

• What images symbolize God for you?

• What symbols or images within the Church are most meaningful to you?

Read:
Symbols and images have the ability to point us to a deeper level of knowledge and understanding
about realities than we would have without them - particularly realities that are mysterious, and beyond
our ability to fully understand. Examples of course are God, Jesus, and the Church.
Imagine a gated sheepfold, a flock of sheep with a shepherd, upon whom the sheep's lives depend, a
field cultivated so that it will bear fruit, a vine with branches full of life, and a solid building made of
stone.

Christ is like the gate in the sheepfold, the shepherd who protects the flock, the cultivator of the field
who enables crops to grow, the life in the branches that causes them to bear fruit, and the cornerstone
of a strong structure built of living stones. These images give us insight into the nature of the Church.
She is connected to and utterly dependent on Jesus Christ. To be a member of the Church is to be
intimately united with Christ.
Let’s focus on four central images for the Church: People of God, Body of Christ, Bride of Christ, and
Temple of the Holy Spirit. Each of these images provides insight into the meaning, characteristics, and
purpose of the Church. The symbols and images of the Church help us understand who we are and how
we are to function as a community of faith.

Open and read Images of the Church, a Catholic Resource, p. 1

Then continue:

1. People of God
1. Read the two paragraphs in the Catholic Faith Resource related to People of God.
2. Read 1 Peter 2:1-5, 9-10.
3. Answer the following questions:
• What do you like about this image of the Church?

• What does the Scripture passage mean to you?

• "Jesus called together a community made up of all races." What does this mean? What
impact does it have on our Church today?

2. Body of Christ
1. Read the two paragraphs in the Catholic Faith Resource related to Body of Christ.
2. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31.
3. Answer the following questions:
• What do you like about this image of the Church?

• "Jesus is the Head of his Body, the Church." What does this mean to you? Why is this
important?

• There is great "diversity of function" in the Church. How do you see that in your own
parish? What are some of the different roles that people have to make your parish
function?

3. Bride of Christ
1. Read the paragraph in the Catholic Faith Resource related to Bride of Christ.
2. Read Ephesians 5:25-29.
3. Answer the following questions:
• What do you like about this image of the Church?

• In the Scripture reading, we hear the parallel between husbands and wives and Christ
and the Church. Why does this image work? What are the strengths of this parallel?

• "The love and energy of Christ far surpasses any that we can understand." Why are
love and energy important to this image? What impact does it have on our Church
today?

• Temple of the Holy Spirit
1. Read the paragraph in the Catholic Faith Resource related to Temple of the Holy Spirit.
2. Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17.
3. Answer the following questions:
• What do you like about this image of the Church?

• In the Scripture reading, we hear that "God's Spirit dwells in you." (See 1 Corinthians
3:16.) What does this mean to you? Are "you" and "the Church" the same thing in this
passage?

• "As the ways of the Holy Spirit are a mystery, so, too, is the Church." How is the
Church mysterious to you? How do you think the Holy Spirit works within the Church?

Go to the Reflecting and Responding form, answer the questions, and submit.
Close with an Our Father.

